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TO THE MOST NOBLE 


THE MARCHIONESS OF SALISBURY. 


WH EN I refle& on the generous man- 
ner in which your Ladyſhip's noble Con- 
ſort came forward in ſupport of his King, 
who was then, like great Darius, deſerted 
in his utmoſt need by his moſt con- 
| fidential ſervants—his Prime Miniſter— 
his Lord Chief Juſtice—and his Lord 
Chamberlain, to form a coalition with a 
deſperate party; and as your Ladyſhip 
poſſeſſes ſentiments congenial to his Lord- 
ſhip's; I was induced to devote this ſacred 
Drama to your Ladyſhip, which was writ- 
ten with a wiſh to inſpire ſentiments of a 
Providence that over-rules the diſorders 
he ſometimes permits. 

At this grand crifis in the fate of Kings 
and Kingdoms, it is incumbent on thoſe, 
who have in truſt the ſmalleſt of talents, 

to 


EW 1. 

to give their King and Country their ut- 
moſt ſupport. We are not threatened by 
a common enemy ; but by thoſe who de- 
clare that our deſtruction is neceſſary to 
their exiſtence ; from which they doom 
us to an extirmination equal to that of 
the Carthaginians by the imperious Ro- 
mans: therefore this ſmall attempt, to 
awaken confidence in ſuperior power, by 
placing our King and Country in a view 
ſimilar to that of Hezekiah and Judah, 
which were under the protection of 


Heaven, is inſcribed to your Ladyſhip, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
By your Ladyſhip's 


i cee humble ſervant, 


5 W. A. W. 
College, ii N 
March, 1798. 


. 


Tris Piece, being of national application, and the 

_ reſtoration of peace, which Hope perſuades us may be 
brought about in England by the ſame Providence it 
was in Judah, was written in the expectation of in- 
ſpiring a religious confidence in ſome, by drawing a 
parallel between our king and country and Hezekiah, 
The Jews were under the preſſure of a cruel invaſion, 
which was extinguiſhed in a peculiar manner by the 
hand of Providence; and peace obtained by means of 
the king's and people's obedience in general to virtue 
and religion. Something fimilar to this obedience ap- 
pears in Britain, from which may be drawn a good 
expectation—as, contrawiſe, the experience of hiſtory 
ſhews us, in glaring colours, that the fall of empires 
was cauſed by the wickedneſs of the people. Although, 
from the proſperity of commerce in this country, hke 
that of Tyre and Sidon, too much pride and luxury 
abounds ; yet very many, inſpired by the true Re- 
ligion, unmingled with vain ſuperſtition, are, 1n their 
Conduct, 


F 
conduct, virtuous, and in action beneficent, whick 


our public charities manifeſt above all nations around 
us! 


As the pleaſing return of peace was the ultimate 
object of this Drama, the three unities were not at- 
tempted to be preſerved: and as the motive, though 
good, can have but little effect to ſhield its defects 
from the eye of criticiſm, which, in ſome views, may 
dart ſeverity; however, ſuch as it is, the Author 
lays ĩt with reſpect before the public tribunal: Though 
he has ventured to tread on holy ground; he only 
preſumes to follow where others have ſucceſsfully led 
the way, and ſtruck out a path at once inſtructive and 
pleaſing to the youthful, as well as to the contemplative, 
mind. So far from perceiving any juſt reaſon why a 
religious Drama, under due correction, ſhould not be 
brought on the ſtage, where all people are attracted ; 
he ſees the fitneſs, propriety, and utility, of its ex- 
hibition, from the ſolemn ſatisfaction an audience ob- 
tains on hearing, in Lent, Oratorios, whoſe ſubjects are 
often the moſt ſacred, particularly the Meſſiah, the 
difference being that the laſt is ſung, and the other 
acted as well as ſung. The great Racine ſet the ex- 
ample, when his elegant Athaliah was performed on 
the ſtage at Paris, where it met with univerſal appro- 
bation; the clergy not perceiving any profane impro- 
priety in the repreſentation of religious characters on 
the ſtage. If we advert to the ſacred poem of Job, 
the poetic licence is eafily diſcovered as ; well as allowed 
in that ſublime compoſition : for, though the ſubject 
was matter of fact, ſome or the characters exhibited, 


and 
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and the ſpeeches written, appear to be the work of 
inſpired genius warmed by imagination, ſo far from 
being profane, that the mind meets it with pleafing 
acquieſcence ; into which ſtream of opinion the ſcru- 
pulous will, by degrees, gently glide. Hence, if in 
the ſolemn time of Lent, and occaſionally at other 
times, a facred Drama was admitted on our ſtage, 
under due regulations, religious ſubjects would be in- 
troduced in polite circles where in general they are 
baniſhed, as if it were a ſhame for good company to 
be ſometimes ſerious on topics the moſt intereſting, 
when 1t allows the youthful and gay to wander through 
the dangerous wilds of diſſipation, 


PRRSONS 


L vii ] 


PRERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 


Hezckiah, - - King of Judah. 

Manaſleh, - - - bhis Son, the Prince of Fudah. 
Azariah, - =- = the High Prieſt 38 
 Shebnah, - < <- the King 's Scribe or Secretary. 

Eliakim, - - e King's Chamberlain. 


Prie/ts and Chorifters, Oc. 


ASSYRIANS. 


Sennacherib, - - King of Aria. 
Rabſaketh, - his General. Wy 
Adrammelech, - - ) Sennacherit's two Sons, who kill 
Sharezer, - = = him in the Temple. 
Eſarhaddon, = the King's younger Son, who mounts 
Cy 75 the Throne, © g 

High Prieft, and others in the Temple of Niſroch. 
Zelochim, - - - Chief Secretary. 
Tartan. . 
Rabſaris. 


HEZ EK IAH. 


ACT THE FIRST. 


SCENE THE FIRST, 


A Garden, the Temple of Jeruſalem in front. 


Enter AZARILAH, the High Prieſt, fr om the Temple, as 


the Dawn expands itſelf. 


AZARIAH. 


GREAT evidence of Heay'n's paternal love, 
Thou glorious creature form'd by {kill divine, 
O bleſſed Sun! I hail thy grand approach! 


Proclaim'd in glory on the mountain's top. 


Now the mild Morning ſtrews her glittering pearl, 
In ſoft refreſhing dew-drops, on the race 


* 


Of fragrant flow'rs, who ſend. their incenfe ſweet 
| To 


—-- To Heav'n, as if it were in grateful praiſe, 


C2937” 


Which now, with vocal lips, T join ; and fing 
| My morning pray'r to thee, Creator great, 

Firſt ſource of goodneſs, and the fount of love 
Divine; whence pleaſure flows to men and angels. 
Thankful for all thy gifts, O may'ſt thou be, 

As kind to others, as thou 'rt kind to me 

May'f thou on us thy heav'nly bleſſings ſend ; 

From ev'ry evil all our paths defend; 

And prove to mortals both a guide and friend! 
Come-from the holy temple's ſacred courts ; 

Come Amariah, for the Morning calls 

On Heav'n's fair handmaid, Nature ; and the Spring 

| Bids the pomegranate and the almond bloom 

While ſinging birds ſalute the rifing ſun. 


Enter AMARIAH. 


AMARIAH. 
Hail, God's high-prieſt. I heard thy voice, and came 
With due obedience to thy friendly call, | 

As from her chamber Nature now comes forth 

In all her beauty, which inſpires the heart 

With joy, and lifts it up to Nature's God! 

And much, my friend, we have with bended knees, 
And with imploring hands, to beg of him; 
For dire Invaſion threatens to deſtroy 

All we hold dear—our Country and our King. 


AZ AnLAEH. 


Tis not, my friend, in language to expreſs 


The proud ambition, and the fierce revenge, 
1 „ 


wo 


With avaritious love of golden ſpoil, 

And luſt of empire, ſtill with conqueſt join'd, 
That agitate the boſom of our foes, 

Who, if we will not baſely to their terms 
Submit; would daſh us down the gulf of fate ! 


l 
. Infidious too, with baſe- born art, they long 
1 Have ſtrove to alienate our brethren” s hearts, 
Light up rebellion, and breed civil war ; 
That, while the ſon in horrid warfare meets 
The loyal father, they, like wolves, might come, 
And ravage with deſtruction all the ſtate : 
But we have counteracted their deſigns, 
And are preparing for defenfive war; 
For 'tis our duty to exert ourſelves, 
To do the utmoſt in a mortal's power, 
And then ſubmiſſive lay, God's will be done: 
| AZAKIAH, 

Then we may beg a blefling on our arms, 
And Heav'n ſolicit for his aid divine; 
That he may prove our helmet, and our ſhield, 
And be our abr rock of ſure defence: 
Nay more, we re flatter d with a glorious hope, 
The God of Sabaoth will avenge himſelf; 

Will fight our battles—or from Heav'n will ſend 
His glorious Angel, and his holy Hoſt, 
Io puniſh and ſubdue our impious foes, _ 
And drive them back aftoniſh'd with diſmay ; 
oo with his thunder daſh them on the earth : 
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For tho' iniquity too much abounds, 


Truly religious as he's Virtue's friend. 


The gift of Heav'n to faithful Abraham's ſons, 


But, when th' aftoniſh'd ſtream ſaw Jacob near, 


And Iſrael, praiſing God, pals'd ſafely through. 


E 


Yet here profeſt the true religion ſhines, 
Unftain'd by Superſtition's crafty hand: 
And in the paths of Virtue many take 
Delight to walk, and praiſe a gracious God; 
While the bleſt naton has to boaſt a king, 


AMARIAH. 


When our r forefathers march'd, by Joſhua led, 
To take poſſeſſion of the Promis'd Land, 


Where millions of fierce heathens dwelt, 
The river Jordan's overflowing banks 
Oppos'd their paſſage, lin'd with multitudes : 


Back to 1ts ſource with trembling waves it fled, 
Divided in the midſt, a paſſage left, 


Then Jerico's proud city, ſtoutly mann'd, 
Appear'd, whole walls defiance hurl'd aloft ; 
The ark, the Levites, and the Prieſts advanc' d, 
And blew, by Heaven's command, their trumpets loud, 
At which the walls fell proſtrate on the ground, 
And the glad Hebrews ſongs of triumph fang, 
As they poſſeſſion of the city took : 
Nay, when confederate hoſts revengeful came, 
Led by Adonizebec ; then the Lord 
For Iſrael fought, and from black thund' ring clouds 
Caſt down prodigious hailſtones on the foe ; 
While, at the word of Joſhua, the Sun 

4 1 5 Og On 


1 
on Gibeon ſtood till, and in the vale 
BZ Of Ajalon the obedient moon was ſtay d, 
Tin ruin preſs'd the foe, and ſeiz d their king. 
And ſhall the Lord his Judah now forſake? _ 
No: for, as then, his glory 's now concern'd, 
7 4 And on the foe himſelf will hurl deſtruction. 


AZARIAH. 


Yet when alone, in yon ſequeſter'd ſhade, 

By the pale moon, I go to meditate 

On our Lawgiver's inſtitutes divine; 

My heart oft fails me, for my Nation's crimes, 


Its luxuries, voluptuouſneſs, and pride ; 

Which Moſes, by the high command of God, 

Declares a dreadful puniſhment ſhall meet, 

If folly turns not from deluſive joys. 

Hence this invaſion do they not invite? 

And draw down Retribution from above? 

Let holy Hope, ſweet ſmiling from the ſkies, 
= Shews over Vice the triumph Virtue makes; 
= Whoſe graces, like the ſun, conſpicuous ſhine ; 
Become a means t' avert th' impending ſtorm, 
And bring the bleſſings of a laſting peace 

AMARIAH, - | 


Idolatry is baniſh'd from the realm, 
And devious Superſtition flies, abaſh'd, 
Thoſe fatal evils that have ruin'd us, 
And now bring ruin on the nations round. 
ES: N 
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| Sennacherib, th' Aſſyrians' furious king, 
Seems to be ſuffer'd, by that Providence 


Who governs all things, for the puniſhment 
Of ſuperſtition, luxury, and vice. 


Already he has'conquer'd mighty ſtates, 


And various cities utterly deftroy'd; 
Which, in his lofty pride of heart againſt 


Th' Almighty, he declares ſhall be our fate, 


AZARIAH. 


But in the Lord, who made the heavens and earth, 
Shall be our truſt ; in Him we will confide, 


Who oft has been our Saviour 1 in diſtreſs, 


Pardon'd our faults, and bleſt us from above; 
Hence we el Wee ang: the prophet 8 hymn. 


HYMN. 


5 
Although, by ſome tremendous doom *, 
The blighted fig-tree ſhall not bloom, 
The vine of grapes be deſtitute, 
And the green olive give no fruit ; 


„ 1I. 5 
Though the once fertile verdant field 
Nor herbs, nor graſſy food, ſhall yield; 
The flocks be cut off from the fold, 
And we in ſtalls no herds behold ; 


* Habakuk, 


. 
. 
. 
7. 


* 

. . 
Yet i in the Lord I will rejoice, 4 
To him I'll raiſe th' obedient voice; 

For he's the God of our Salvation, 
And will in mercy ſpare this nation. 


„„ 
Nay, ſhould, involy'd in raging fire &, 
This ſpacious world in flames expire; 
Yet my firm ſoul ſhould truſt in God, 
Smile amid flames, and kiſs the rod! 


4 grand Hall in the Palace of Nineveb. Enter Senna- 


cherib the King; and his three Sons, Adrammelech, 
Sharezer, and E 'ſar-baddon; Rabſaketh the Ge- 
neral; and Zelochim Secretary of State, 


SENNACHERIB, 


Now glorious victory and conqueſt wait 
Obedient on our arms, crown'd with ſucceſs ; 
Go, Rabſaketh, brave captain of our troops, 
And, if vain Iſrael, truſting in their God, | 


Diſdain to yield, tell Hezekiah then 


The daughter of Jeruſalem ſhall weep, 


When ſhe that city ſhall behold in flames. 


RAB SAKETH, 


What can, O king, thy potent arms withſtand, 


While all the nations bend to thee their necks | 


* Horace Integer Vitæ. 


B 4 5 Yes, 


[82 
Yes, I'll ſudue that city, and deſtroy 
The noble Temple Solomon has built; 
For thee reſerving all the golden ſpoils; 
And may the gods thy glorious ſteps attend 


SENNACHERIB, 


As 1 ſhall march directly to the camp, 
You, my three ſons, with Zelochim ſedate, 
Inc appoint to govern in my ſtead ; 
Giving my gracious queen a caſting voice, 
When a great queſtion equal votes divide, 


 ZELOCHIM>» 


And this great truſt, O king, in me repos'd, 
Shall be, with due fidelity, obſery'd, 


SESNACHERIB. 


But for the army, cre I leave my throne, 
We muſt the nuptials of my ſon attend, 
Who the fair Babyloniſh princeſs weds, 
And Efar-haddon makes Azaria bleſt. 

Then at the Temple, when we 're all arriv'd, 
To the god Niſroch due devoir we'll pay. 
Let then the prieſts, ſoothſayers, and the tribe 
That divination of events profeſs, 

With the magicians, due attendance give, 
The book of fate to open, and reveal 
The ſecrets that lie hid in the dark womb 
Of cloud-evelop'd deep futurity. 


ZELOCHIM., 


[ 9 1 


ZELOCHIM. 


As thou gav'ſt intimation of thy will, 
All things are ready and prepar'd, O king: 

7 ; And the prieſts at the ſacred temple wait, 
Jo meet the — and the lovely bride. 


KING. 


Tis well. Thy foreſight ſtill opts our care, 
Thy great abilities, above the reſt 
Of mortals, ſhine like ſtars aloft ; 
7 ws will ſoon the holy rituals grace. 


22 In de of the Femple of Ni check, the great Idol in view 
before the Altar. Priefls and Attendants. * 
ceſſion of Virgins, » and 1 * performing the 
Marriage, 


ODE. 


1. 
Faireſt of the virgin throng, 
Blooming Beauty claims the ſong; 
But when tis with Virtue join'd, 
Then the ſoul becomes refin d. 


41. 
What are mortals without Love, 
That kind bleſſing from above? 
But the golden marriage chain 
Muſt its brutal thirſt reſtrain, 


Then, 


nn 


3 10 ] 

111. 5 
Then, if Reaſon proves its guide, 
Joy will crown the lovely bride; 
And the bridegroom good and great 
Will th' immortals emulate. 


| | IV. | | 
Then hail, Marriage, law divine, 
You in ſweet relations join 


Social Love, with Friendſhip fair, 
Still to bleſs the happy pair. 


The Marriage performed by the Pricfts before the Altar. 
Trigſis i in Chorus. 


By us in ſacred wedlock now you 're join'd, 
We give you joy of heart, and peace of mind. 


SENNACHERIB. 


Now ye diviners, and magicians, ſay, 
Soothſayers, aſtrologers, and priefts declare, 
What is the will of Niſroch, in regard _ 
To our grand expedition. . 


CHIEF PRIEST. 


| Go, great king, 
And proſper, for tis mighty Nimroch's will, 
Thy arms ſhall prove victorious o'er the world; 
For Conqueſt ſhall direct thy flaming Word. 
Already Egypt trembles at thy name. 
Thou haſt ſubdu'd the very gods around! 


—— — — — . ———— — oe een err 


E 


But Judah, truſting to Jehovah's 1 


wt” of | By whom ſhe bids defiance to thy pow'r, 
EX Shall be led captive by thy hoſt in chains: 


7 While, o'er thy golden chariot, Victory 
7 Shall fly, and crown thee in thy triumph here 
With laſting wreaths of honour and renown. 


SENNACHERIB, 


Tis well. Adieu. With confidence I go, 
And now my chariot for the war I mount. 
Jeruſalem, beware of me, for I 


Will daſh thy glorious temple in the duſt, 


And captives drive thy people and thy King. 


( Ghorus of Prieſts as the King retires.) 


Sound the trumpet, ftrike the lyre, 
While the gods our ſongs inſpire ; 

Who declare the king ſhall be 
 Crown'd with glorious victory, — (Exeuut.) 


Garden in the Palace. ADRAMMELECH muſing. 


What—to the mind that's not at reſt—What are 

The pompous palace, and the toys of tate, 

'The charm of lovely woman gay and fair, 

And flattering homage from a ſervile crew ! 
They re nothing, when the thing we want's with-held. 


Enter. 


[ 14 J 
Enter SHMAREZER. 
SHAREZER. 
Theſe ſhades my royal brother often courts. 
Is not thy boſom with its cares oppreſt ? 
Then to thy friend impart them, for I own 
Something diſſatisfies my reſtleſs mind; 
Perhaps the ſame ideas ſting our hearts. 


ADRAMMELECH. 


Ves, Ill divulge the ſecrets of my ſoul. = 
Did not the king—whate'er his motive was, 
Whether it were a dark diſtruſt, or want 

Of confidence in us—Did not the king appoint 
Zelochim as a check on me, on you ? 

What is the cauſe, but latent jealouſy ? 

Its purpoſe—but our actions to control, 
For fear we to the ſceptre ſhould aſpire ? 
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SHAREZ ER. 


Theſe thoughts ariſe analagous to mine. 

I hike not Zelochim, this favourite, 
Who more a king is than the king himſelt, 
He in the palace bears fuperior ſway, 

And in his path-way ſeems to joſtle us. 


ADRAMMELECH, 
"Tis true; and he perhaps inſpires the king 
1M With jealouſy, that elbows us from ſtate. 
| . Affairs, and keeps us from the field of battle. 


SHAREZEK, 
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SHAREZER, 


That 1s the dagger which deep wounds my heart, 
| For, when ambition fires my ardent foul, 

; In golden robes and waving plumes, I long 
Boldly to mount the prancing ſteed of war, 

To draw my ſword ſwift flaſhing to the ſun; 
To ruſh in battle, and to charge the foe, 
And bring t'wards me the world's admiring eye, 
That Fame might point its daring hero out. 

But on the couch of indolence, we're doom' d 
 Tolie ſupinely 1n the ſhades of peace |! 


ADRAMMELRECH. 


But even there a heavy pow'r weighs down 

The riſing ſpirit, that breeds deep diſguſt, 

Proud anger, and a haughty high diſdain, 
Which foſters and encourages revenge ; 

For the cold caution, that provides againſt 

An act in ſuppoſition, but creates 

The thing it fear'd, and brings it forth to life; 
That like an adder may its parent ſting. 

But more of this hereaſter. 


SHAREZER, 


One thing firſt, 

As to this marriage, our attention claims. 
Why is our younger brother brought to wed 
The Babylonian „ but to gain the crown, 
And what he gains, in ſpite of us, defend? 


_ 


ADRAMMELECH, 
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ADRAMMELECH. 


Yes, proper ſteps we'll take; to circumvent 


Theſe deep and baſe deſigns, by whom begoty fy 


Or by our father; or his favourite. 
But we muſt join the pompous feſtival, 


The queen, to grace the royal nuptials, gives; 


And ſmother diſcontent in courtly ſmiles. 


$0 the bright ſun a pleafing aſpe& wears, 


With filver gilds the beauteous poliſh'd lake, 


And o'er the verdure of the flow'ry field 


Brings vernal pleaſure, charming to the eye, 


That turns not to behold dark clouds behind, 


Which ſoon with lightning flaſh, and thunder roar 5 


Till the wide ſtorm in ſhow'rs of rain deſcends, | 
And unexpected miſchief ſtrews around, 


END OF ACT THE FIRST, 


ACT 


ACT THE SECOND. 
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Council Chamber in the City of Jeruſalem 
HEZ B KIA, AZARIAH, ELIAKIX. 


ELIAKIM. 


Our 9980 and barten from the lofty hills 


1 And open country are arriy'd, and bring 
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But painful tidings of the enemy; 

Who with prodigious numbers in their march 
Raiſe clouds of duſt, and drink the fountains up. 
Their march is orderly, their banners fly 

Aloft, while their bright armour and their ſpears 
Flaſh all around and emulate the ſun. 


AZARIAH, 
hear that Rabſaketh commands in chief, 

A fierce, imperious, haughty general, 
To whom the nations round obedience yield, 
While we on earth have no ally or friend. 
Nay, the world enviouſly deſerts our cauſe ; 
While, like a black and dreadful thunder-ſtorm, 
Th' exulting pagan now approaches faſt— 
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So much the better that we 're left alone; 
Not truſting to a feeble arm of fleſh : 
For in th'Almighty is our confidence! 
Our expectation is in him alone 


He is our boſom's ever darling hope! 


And is himſelf ten thouſand armies ſtrong | 
And what is impious man, compar'd to God, 
The world's great ruler, and the king of kings ! 


HEZEKIAH. 


Well haft thou ſpoken, O thou holy prieft, 


To elevate the heart caſt down by fear; 


And as I know, by His all-mighty pow'r, 
His ſhield can guard us from the world in arms, 


And can deſtroy this globe his goodneſs form'd, 
My breaſt ſhall caſt off fear, and on his will 


| All-gracious we 'Il confide, and fix our truſt 


For on a mole- hill, like a ſwarm of ants, 
This labouring army in his fight appears, 


But which He in a moment, with his foot, 


Can cruſh to atoms, and relieve mankind. 


Enter SHEBNAH. 


At thy command, O king, I have review'd 
Our lofty walls, and fortify'd our works, 
And made the temple like a fortreſs ſtrong, 
Which to the utmoſt claims our beſt regard ; 
Bat yet th' expence neceſſity requires 


Is great, and muſt lay heavy on the tribes. 


 HEZEKIAH. 


7 1 o x: 8 


fl have demanded, in thy name, that aid 

9 is And contribution for our juſt defence : 

1 LY But ſuch the human heart, meanſpirited, 
XZ Contracted in the limits of itſelf, 1 
Iwill not expand and reach the public good, 
But now requires th' authority of ſtate. 


E 


HEZ RK IAH. 
oe ſure God's choſen people will not grudge 


; ; ro bring a generous offering, to protect 


His holy temple, and their lives preſerve, 
And all that property the foe would ſeize, 
, Should they, like wolves among a flock of ſheep, 


1 4 | Break 1 in the city and its works lay waſte, 


SHEBNAH, 


True, there be ſome few patriotic mitids, 
Who, to defend their country, will ſtand forth ; 


But the great aggregate require a force 
10 


Without, to move them which they w want within, 


| HEZEKIAH, | 
Aſſemble then, O ſcribe, the Sanhedrim, 
And there this matter we Il in form diſcuſs, 
And authoriſe the juſt demands of ſtate. 


' SHEBNAH. 


"Tis * 0 Hezekiah, as the time 
Cries haſte, and now is waiting thy approach, 


|  HEZEKIAH, 
Then we 'll attend without the leaſt delay. | 
338 * T 


12 


(The Sanhedrim aſſembled in its Council Chamber. As 
they are ſeating themſelves, enter HEZEKIAH.) 


HYMN, at the Opening of the Countil. 


T, 
Father Omnipotent ! Creator Great ! 
Whoſe word is law, and whoſe juſt will is fate; 
 All-gracious look from thy eternal throne, 
And fave thoſe whom thou condeſcend'ſt to own, 


ti, 
Great Ruler of the Heart, to thee we raiſe, 
Thy help imploring, ſongs of duteous praiſe: 
: May'ſt thou direct our Councils, make us be, 
Impreſt with public good, from Faction free: 
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1 | III. 

11 Faction, that ſelfiſh monſter in the ſtate, 
1 Demon-like hov'ring o'er a kingdom's fate; 
| | | Who, in the patriotic maſk, oft brings 

I ö | | Dteſtruction both on nations and on kings 


1 1. 
1 With deep humility we ſtill preſume, 4 
| | Thou wilt preſerve us from the cruel doom 
. Of impious tyrants, that like whirlwinds riſe, 

Who dare diſown thee, and thy laws deſpiſe. 
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J Potent in numbers, dreadful in delign, 
_ They ſcorn our army, and thy pow'r divine ! 
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Haughty, imperious, cruel, and unjuſt, 
With us, they 4 daſh thy temples in the duſt. 


* 


VI. 
Belov'd Proſperity, God's kindly gift, 
Which ought the ſoul with gratitude to lift 
From earth to Heaven, oft proves the fatal cauſe 
That ſenſual mortals break his righteous laws! 


VII. 
Yet we will not of Mercy' s ſmile deſpair; 
For Virtue and Religion prove the care, 
The heart's beſt comfort, and the ſoul's firſt j joy, 
Of wad who on God their thoughts employ. 


viir. 

Ariſe, O God, for if thou'rt for us, then 
What are but ſhadows myriads of men! 
Its impious head let fierce Invaſion rear, 

By thee protected we will ſcorn to fear. 


HMEZEKIAH. 


The f foe 's at hand. The time is ſhort and lait, 
And we muſt act, and not deliberate. 


The holy temple, at a large expence, 


And all the works and walls, are fortify'd ; 


For which, my people, we muſt now ride 


| ELTAKIM, 
That motion I both ſecond and ſupport. 
The works were proper, and they re fitly done, 


And the juſt payment muſt be reimburs'd. 


C 2 Tux. 


181 
TUBAL, 
Has proper means been taken by the ſtate, 


Or any, to prevent this cruel war? 
What was the cauſe of this unequal ftrife ? 


Of war, whoſe dreadful flames may ruin bring 
Thro' all the kingdom? And, to pacify 
Sennacherib, have you made any offers? 
| Before it came to this diſtreſsful point, 
Did we with moderation duly act ? 


ELIAKIM. 
Hence, grovelling Sadduces ! ye ſenfual ſons 
Of lawleſs irreligion! ! who declare, 


And therefore, as there 's nothing hence to fear, 
Mortals the preſent moment ſhould enjoy. 
Thus to the nation you're a dangerous ſect, 
And ſtill the wheels of government retard; 
Without a tendency towards its good, 
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TUBAL, 
Nay, to avert th” approaching dreadful ſtorm, 
And purchaſe fafety with a laſting peace, 


Had we not better pay a tribute to the king, 
And make a friend of ſuch a powerful foe ? 


HEZEKIAH, _ 
No: for their treachery will bear no truft ; 
They ruin more by falſehood than by arms. 


That man in death muſt periſh like brute beaſts ; 


Who were th' aggreſſors? Who firſt lit the torch | 


But for th' advancement of your factious ſelves. 


Fir'd 


nennen OE OE EE RESTS r Oe, ß es Le Ro” * z * 5 


; 
* 
TE 
8 

n 
© 
PR . 

. 
ti” 
_ 

X + 
Nes 
* 

1 


t 1 


Fir'd by ambition, and on conqueſt bent, 
They will not liſten to the terms of peace: 
For, as we re rivals, they or us muſt fall. 
Hence unconditional ſubmiſſion they 
Demand, and we that baſe ſubmiſſion ſcorn; 
While liberty, or glorious death's our choice, 
If Heaven, all juſt, has pre-ordain'd our fall, 
In. puniſhment for national offences ! 


AZARIAH, 


Well haſt thou ſpoken, gracious king, againſt 
The baſe degrading ſpeeches, couch'd by ſome, 


As if 'twere to betray us to the foe. 
Jo talk of tribute, and ſubmiſſion vile, 


Seems but t' invite, more than withſtand the foe ! 
But though we're baſely, by the kingdoms round, 
Deſerted, left to encounter thus alone | 
A hoſt, who, conquering us, will ſwallow them, 


We have not loſt our confidence in God. 


SHB NA, | 


He who. has done for us ſuch. wond rous things; ; 


And who is able, or to turn away 


The tyrant's heart; or, what is more in point, 
Can, with his holy and all-mighty arm, 
Diſperſe them ſwift, like chaff before the wind; 


Or drive them deeply in deſtruction's gulf; 
As when prodigious ſwarms of locuſts riſe, 


Who darken as they fly the face of day, 


And, with devouring appetite, lay waſte 


351 aſtonifh'd country, and a famine breed; 


C 3 Then 


EF) 


Then from his magazine a ſtorm he ſends, - 
His winds diſperſe them through the raging ſea; 
And there deſtroy them never to return. 


ELIAKIM, 
Shall we diſtruſt him, who has done ſo n 
For our forefathers in the land of Egypt; 
Who ſunk proud Pharaoh and his heathen hoſt 
In the Red-ſea, which for the Patriarchs 
Divided, that they might go ſafely through? 
Did not, for them, Jehovah's conqu'ring arm 
Throw down prodigious walls, while they ſtood fill; 
Io fix them nobly in the Promis'd Land, 
Which they poſſeſs d, and which we now enjoy? 


AZARIAH, 


Ta we in God have ftrong reliance, faith, 
And hope, that he'll protect his holy land, 
His temple, where we worthip him in truth; 
And therefore let us now, with hand and n 
Support the king, and his endeavours aid; 

For which unanimous your votes I ſee, 


Enter Meſſenger. 

A large detachment of th Aſſyrian hoſt | 

Appears, and in a few hours will approach, 
HEZEKIAH, 


O God! we praiſe thee, and thy will he done! 
= Then with the archers we will man the walls; 


While 


L 23-1 


While to the temple holy prieſts repair, 
To offer praiſe, and interceſſion make, 
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Company of Prieſts in White, finging this Od: in 
Proceſſion to the Temple.) 
| | 1 
Armies of a ſavage race, 
Big and ſtrong and fierce of face, 
Come with hoſtile ſteps around, 
While their horſes paw the ground. 


| "mb; 
Human nature at the fight 
Shrinks, as in the ſhades of night; ; 
Terror hovers in the air, 


8 Fear and pale Deſpair. 


1 
Thus the ſons of folly feel, 
Arm'd with ſpears and cas'd with ſteel; 
But the righteous and the juſt, 
Joyous, place in God their truſt. 


1 


IV, 
Thee, O God, we ſtill adore, 
And thy mercy now implore; 
And with interceſſive pray'r, 
Beg thou wilt this kingdom ſpare. 


„ v. 

Then, great God of heaven and earth! 

Kind director from our birth, 

As thou '| always been our friend, 

Firmly we on thee depend, | 55 
5 C4 ä 


They, in his lovely youth, almoſt ador'd ! : 


For which apology muſt weep excuſe ! + JEM. 
MANASSEH. 


Why i 15 a cout more Teprovable 


When youth, all jocund, takes'the golden cup 


Inclin'd to joys no mortal can refuſe © 


| U 24 ] 
VI. | 
Yet we re not to ſtand ſupine, / 
We with Providence muſt join; 
Act with ſpirit, do the beſt, 
Then refer to God the reſt. 


(4 Chamber in the King's Palace, REzEKIAH and 
MANASSEH.) 


My dear, miſled, incautious ſon, I ſent 

For thee with deep regret, which agitates 
A father's heart, that bleeds for whom it loves; 
Becauſe the people, who look up to thee, 
Their hopes miſtaken, languiſh in deſpair, 
When they review that conduct in the man, 


In me, than tis in others of my age ? 
My ſituation, elevated high 
In life, amid th' alluring charms of Vice, 


Which Pleaſure gives, with mingled ſongs of mirth, 
Made me, by nature which the heart directs, 


Does Reaſon and Religion guide mankind ? 

No : for the paſſions and the appetites, 

Still force us wrong, though we approve the right ! 
HEZEKIAH, 
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HEZ EK IAM. 


Lou argue, as if man did not poſſeſs 


A god-lke underſtanding; but, like brutes, 
Were rul'd by paſſions, and were ſlaves of ſenſe, 


But princes, for their conduct and deſigns, 


Are bound to anſwer both to God and man! 
Hence Virtue ſhould have been thy guide in life; 
And Pleaſure but the handmaid to oy Toys? 


MANASSEH, 
Surely 'tis ſoon enough t' inveſt oneſelf 
With care, and troubles, and the toils of ſtate, 
Till time matures us, and the paſſions cool. 


HEZEKIAH. 


No, tis the duty of a youthful prince, 


Who claims ſucceſſion to his father's throne, 
T' apply, and information gain of all 

The complicated buſineſs of the ſtate ; 

And, with affection, ſtudy to promote 

'The people's comfort, wealth, and happineſs : 
But, above all, his judgement ſhould reſolve 


Jo cultivate true friendſhip with his God; | 


For princes can have none with man, 


Who ſtill ſmiles to deceive, and flatters to betray 


By Heaven protected, and by Virtue led, 
His ways would proſper—But, if Vice directs, 
Heaven will deſert whom mortals ſhall deſpiſe! 


MANASSEH. 


I ſtand aloof to lull the jealous EXE. 


HEZEKIAH, 


[ 26 ] 
HEZEKIAH, 


Wiſh'd to come forward that's a ſmall excuſe 
For him, who with the ſons of folly cling 

To diffipation, ſtifling conſcious ſhame. 

Of what our records teſtify you know, 

If what you know you think of, and apply. 

We were by Heaven deputed to correct, 

And take poſſeſſion of a wicked realm ; 

And, when grown wicked, we ourſelves have fall'n. 


MANASSEH. 


As Reaſon is the touch-ſtone of belief, 
How can our reaſon what it reads believe ? 
And what it cannot comprehend approve ? 


HEZPKIAH, 


The ſelf-conceited haughty pride of e 
Which, like a god, exalted ſits enthron d, 
And gives her dictates as the word of fate; 
W hat ſhe dares diſbelieve, ſhe dares contemn, 
Though it ſhould ſhut the door of happineſs, 
And plunge us into darkneſs and deſpair ! _ 
But, void of virtue, man ſhall be diſclaim' d, 
Though clad in holy veſtments of belief; 
For they together muſt go hand in hand. 


| MANASSEH. 
What youthful mind, in habits of delight,” 
Can think of melancholy things, like theſe ? 


= But I've prepar'd a ao to mount the throne, 
4 And 


PW OG, 


"1 987 |] 


And guide the helm, which had it been my fate, 
I might have figur'd in a joyous world, | 


HEZEEIAH, 


Thoſe who impatient ſtruggle for a crown, 
Reaſon will ſhew them of their heart's miſtake. 
The glittering throne is but a lofty eminence, 
At which baſe Envy hurls th' empoiſon'd dart, 
And Diſcontent would level with the ground ! 5 


The crown 's a burthen on a monarch's head, 


While the proud ſceptre beckons to a throng 
Of heart-felt cares vexatious, that will pierce 


Ihe breaſt, though ſhelter'd in a royal robe! 


MANASSEH. | 


Age and experience may ſuch truths perceiye ; : 
But ſay, what youthful prince would not, with j Joy, 


Accept a crown where perch'd anxiety, 


And for its ſplendor all its cares contemn ? | 


| HEZEKIAH, | 


; As. twere with eye prophetic I behold, 


O my Manaſſeh, once my darling ſon; 
And the great prophet, good Iſaiah too, 


Has ſympathiz'd in thought and fear with me ; 


That thou wilt not the paths of wiſdom gain, 
Forſake thy follies, and from vice refrain. 


MANASSEH. 
Are princes born to be the public ſlave ? 
A friend to them, I muſt myſelf enjoy, 
8 And, 
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And, erown d with roſes, hail feſtivity ! 
'Tis time enough to think when Time grows old. 


HEZ BKIAH. 


Then, vulture-like, inceſſant wretchedneſs 
(Unleſs Repentance turns the heart of Sin) 
Will ſeize thee, and will prey upon thy ſoul; 
While dreadful Fate will hover round the land, 
Ruin thy people, and the temple ſpoil! 

So when proud Pharaoh dar'd defy our God, 
He with his people ruſh'd upon their fate. 

High in his gorgeous chariot, vain and fierce, 

 Follow'd by horſe and foot, he led the way 

Towards the ſea—reception juſt—prepar'd 

By Heaven in vengeance to the pride of man, 

Now Moſes way'd around his potent rod; 

On each fide then th' obedient ſea fell back, 
And Iſrael paſs'd, with joy, the wondrous gulf, 

Blind to deſtruction, in the yawning ſea 

Pharaoh and all his hoſt purſuing plung'd : 

But ſoon fierce winds aroſe, red lightning flaſh' d, 

And thunder burſt tremendous from the ſkies. 
Then, with a craſh, the liquid walls gave way; 
1 Th' impatient ſea clos'd on th' aſtoniſh'd crowd, 
1 At once o'erwhelming Pharaoh and his hoſt. 
lis heart was Shad, may Heaven | in mercy: ſoften thine! 1 
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[ 29 ] 
{The Aſſyrian Army encamped near the City of Jeruſalem. 
A Council of War in the General's Pavilion.) 
RABSAAKETH, TaRTAN, and RABSARIS. 


RABSAKETH, 


As the great king Sennacherib goes forth 


To conquer Tirhakah, in me he leaves 


The chief command againſt Jeruſalem. 
What think you on the method of attack ? 


Give your opinions, and you ſhall have mine. 


TARTAN. 


To caſt a trench around the city walls 
Will ſtarve thoſe whom it hems in, and will make 


\ 0 


Them ſoon ſurrender. 


RABSARIS. 


That I think will bs 

A mode too ſlow. But let our army raiſe | 
Their fcaling ladders, and in various parts, | 
Then let th' intrepid ſons of war advance, 
With the broad buckler, and the flaming ſword ; 


And, when they drive them headlong from the walls, 
Spring down in thouſands, and the city ſeize. 


RABSAKETH, 


The firſt advice is flow indeed, but ſure ; 


But the laſt ſuits the ſpirit of our arms, 
Which action loves, and claims a bold aſſault. 
"#3 TARTAN. 
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T ART AN. 


As our afſ-conquering Lord was pacify d 
Before by Hezekiah with a gift 


Of many talents; let him tribute pay, 


And with a due ſubmiſſion purchaſe Peace. 


RAB SARIS. 


No: he diſtruſts our friendſhip and our faith, 


Becauſe the tribute that he paid the king 
Only, he cries, invited more demands. 
Hence he declares, before he Il thus ſubmit, 


He l bravely conquer, or he Il nobly die; 


Truſting his God will firſt deliverance bring. 


Enter Meſſenger. 
Hail, Rabſaketh, from tow'ring Lakiſh ſent, 


By the world's conqueror, Sennacherib, 

I come with orders, that, before th' attack 
Begins, you ſend this letter to the king, 
To Hezekiah; and mean time to try 


Inſidious, with thy uſual eloquence, 


To make the people from the ſtate revolt. 


RABSAK ETH. 


Acquaint my lord the king, from me his ſlave, 


That we have practis'd ev'ry guileſul art, 


The people to ſeduce; and, with large bribes, 


Some of the popular and leading men 


Have purchas'd; who have ſown the baleful ſeeds 


Of diſcontent among plebeian minds, 


E 


Joo whom our ſpies have promis'd large rewards; 


By which deluſive arts we conquer more, 
Than by our armies and our ſwords and ſpears. 


TARTAN. 

The ſoft deluſion of a treacherous ſmile, 
The ſpecious promiſe from mild Candour's lips, 
When, in the garb of ſleek Humility, 
Meek-ey'd Submiſſion bends ere it betrays, 
Have, like the glofly ſnake, that eyes its prey, 
A charm to faſcinate the ſtouteſt heart, 

And urge a conqueſt nothing can withſtand, 


END OP THE SECOND ACT, 
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ACT | THE THIRD: 


SCENE THE FIRST; 


The Walls of Jeruſalem. 


Soldiers, HILKIAH, SHEBNAH, JOASH. 


- MIEKIAH.: 


TRE fun, beneath the canopy of Heav'n, 


Shines forth auſpicious on the pious eye ; 


While from th' empurpled clouds ſoft rain deſcends, 


Cool and ſerene on yonder thirſty hills. 
Now the bright Rain-bow forms a beauteous arch, 
Which Nature elegantly paints, and crics 


 Aloud—There is a Providence below ! 


'Tis Heav'n's broad ſeal to that kind covenant, 
And promiſe made the new, ſurviving world, 


When Noah ſaw the dreadful flood ſubſide; 


And now perhaps to us, in beauteous glow, 
It indicates protection from above, 
And gives aſſurance of good-will to man. 


SHEB NAH. 


Then put your truſt in God, ye men of Judah. 


He is our ſhield, and preſent help in trouble. 
HE Far 


e e 


t 8 1 

For in th' Aflyrians we dare riot confide, 
Whoſe perfidy is equal to their pride. 

Whom they firſt ſave they pillage, then deſtroy. 


Hence we'll encounter whom to fear we ſcorn, 


And, influenc'd by the Holy Spirit, nobly dare; 


JOASH. 

= I ſeec a trumpet, and a flag of truce, 

= Advancing, with an officer behind? 
And Rabſaketh with ſome propoſal comes. 


SHEBNAH, 
Then liſten to this bold preſumptuous chief, 
= Mighty in words, and terrible in arms ; 
6 | Whoſe ſmiles a are daggers, and his 7 fraud, 
HILKIAH, 
We Il give him hearing, but no anſwer make. 
Trumpet having ſounded, RABSAKETR appears below 
with Officers. 
RABSAKETH, N | 


Our glorious prince, whom nothing can withſtand, 
Sends this to him, who fits on David's throne ; 
Which royal letter does his will declare. 

And now, ye ſons of Iſrael, on the walls, 

Hear me in kindneſs to yourſe]ves, and know 

Our king is friendly, as his pow'r is great, 

Which diſſipates the very hope of help! ED 

| D By 
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By man forſaken, what 's your truſt in God? 


Can he deliver where the gods have fail'd ? 


Where are the multitude of gods around, 
Who, from our ſwords, could not their nations fave ? 
And ſhall your's conquer where ſo many fell! 


ELTAKIM. 


I pray thee, to thy ſervants ſpeak, O chief, 
In the Aſſyrian language, which we know; 
And not in Hebrew for the people's ear. 


RABSAKETH. 
'Tis to the people, not to you, I'm ſent, 
For they re aggriev'd, exceedingly oppreſt ; 
You on their ſhoulders heavy burdens lay, 
And, while on pamper'd luxury you feaſt, 
With chains of poverty you bind them down ! 
But peace and pleaſure is our gift to you, 


Ye injur'd ſons of Jacob, whom we love ; 
| Plenty of all good things we offer you, 


And, yielding, you ſhall fit beneath your fig-tree, 
Eat of your vine, till to a pleaſant land 
We kindly bring you, pleaſant as your own 

Nor dare to fay—God will deliver us— 


For then deſtruction ſhall yourſelves and city ſeize. 


TARTAN, 
Yesz we will ſcale your walls, will batter down 
Your ramparts ; and, like lions, inward Tuſh. 
Then we will plunder you of all your wealth, 
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. 
Beat down your temple, and your city fire; 
But thoſe we kill not, ſhall Be naked ſtript, 
And driv'n before us, like a herd of ſwine, 
To live in priſons, and to groan in chains. 


SHERNAH. 


We'll give no anſwer; but in ſcorn retire. 


Now ſteady Joath ſee with watchful eye, 

And active diligence, the walls around 

With youth intrepid and obedient lin'd, 

Leſt a fierce onſet take us by ſurprize: 
Or, ſhould the foe their ſcaling ladders hoiſt; 


Prepare t' encounter, of to meet theif force. 


If they ſhould ftrive to undermine the walls, 
Or batter them with vaſt recoiling weights; 


Let artiſts, with a choſen band, attend, 


At once to fruſtrate, and repel the foe. 


JOASH. 


The ſhield, the helmet, and the poliſh'd ſpear, 


With bows and arrows, and the flaſhing ſword, 


Left us by Solomon, great David's ſon, 
I've long ſelected, with additions too; 


When proud Aſſyria look'd on Paleſtine, 


With hoſtile eye, and with an avaritious hand. 


SHEBNAH. 


And when the moon peeps o'er the dewy hills, 
We, from the poſtern gate, may fally forth, 
In night's deep filence on th' incautious foe, 


Strike them with terror, and th' advanc'd deſtroy. 


D 2 


JOASH, 
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JO ASH. 
With love of freedom and our country fir'd, 
We dare an onſet we 're prepar'd to meet. 
Man's duty this—but God diſpoſes all 
As beſt his moral government may ſuit ! 


{4 Hall in the Palace. Huz EK TAu and ELIAEIX.) 


ELIAKINM. 


O king! th' Aſſyrian hoſt, like locuſts, ſwarm 
Around our walls. The fierce-ey'd Rabſaketh 
Has chief command. He to the gate advanc'd, 
For you this letter ſent ; and boldly then 
Strove to perſuade the ſoldiers to revolt ; 

But met with univerſal diſregard. 


HEZEKIAH. 


What do II read? He dares blaſpheme the Lord! 1 
Jes, by his gods, Sennacherib blaſphemes 
The Lord of Hoſts, the great Omnipotent ! 
And, us defying, he our God contemns! 
Haſte to the Temple, and before the Lord 
This impious letter I myſelf will ſpread : 
And to the prophet of the Great Supreme, 
To bleſt Iſaiah, ſend a meſſenger, 
Imparting all th' intelligence you know, 
And beg he I 1 eee for us th all- gracious Lord g 


* 


¶ Inſide 


1 


( nſede of the Temple of Solomon. High Prieſts, Prieſts, 
and Levites, preparing to fing the following Hymn, 


HIGH PRIEST. 


Now the vaſt army of the heathens ſpreads, 

Like flights of birds which darken Nature's face; 
While black-wing' d Terror grimly flies before, 
Deſtruction comes in blood-ſtain'd robes behind. 
Aſſyria drinks our ſprings and rivers up; 

And the plains whiten with their hoſtile tents : 
But o'er their camp thick clouds of darkneſs riſe, 
And thunder, burſting with terrific voice, 

Appals the ſtouteſt, and diſmays the beſt, 


HYMN. 


I. 
Awful moments! Criſis great! 
Nature trembling ! ſtruck by Fate! 
Thunder burſts, and lightnings flaſh ! 

Worlds in ruin ſeem to craſh ! 


IT, 
Whale at this the heathen ſtarts, 
Curſt with ſuperſtitious hearts ! 
Scorning ominous portents, 
We from God place all events ! 


3 _ 
Thou who ſway'ſt th' immortal mind, 
Gracious parent of mankind, X 
| D 3 Hear 
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Hear propitious from above 
Hymns of praiſe and ſongs of love. 


IV. 

And, while thus thy praiſe we fi ing, 
Shield us with Protection's wing; 1 

1 And with kind paternal care, 

ll Baniſh fear, and quell deſpair. 


Enter HEZEKIAH, SHEBNAH, Joas, and Officer 95 


HEezEXIAH, Knceling at the Altar. 


l O Thou, who dwell'ſt enthron'd in light, between 
If The Cherubim, great ſymbol of thyſelf, 
| Expreflive of thy Godhead, Three in One ! * 
0 From which our great Meſſiah ſhall ariſe, 
= Shining through darkneſs with celeſtial Ry, ; 
Judah's delight, and joy of all mankind ! TE 
| Behold, and hear, thy proſtrate ſervant's pray'r, 
And whom thou heareſt condeſcend to fave ; 
Defend thy honour, and aſſert thy ſelf; 
For, by this letter from Sennacherib, 
He dares defy thee, and contemn thy power, 
Which in a moment can to atoms cruſh 
Him and his army—and deſtroy a world, 
True, he demoliſh'd, to fulfil thy will, | 
The ſenſeleſs gods and goddeſſes around; . : 
But ſtop the tyrant, and protect thy people. 
O ſave thy choſen, who, adoring thee, 
way f ſhew to all the world, thou rt God alone 


* See the note at the concluſion, 


Enter 


- R GE TS 9% 4A 208% . t ar ag re i Sas. 6 


L390 -1 


Enter Meſſenger. 


MESSENGER. 


Thus by Ifaiah, ſays the Lord of Hoſts, 

The virgin daughter of Jeruſalem _ 

Shall laugh to ſcorn Aſſyria's haughty prince, 
Who with defiance dar'd aſperſe th' Omnipotent : 
But in his noſe I'll put my pointed hook, 

My bridle in his lips, and turn him back. 

He in my city ſhall not ſet his foot; 

Nor ſhoot his arrows there—nor caſt a bank 
Againſt it; for I will, for David's fake, 
And for my glory, ſave my city and its king. 
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HEZ EKIAIH. 


. For ever bleſt be Great Jehovah's name 

| Who has inſpir'd his Prophet to declare 
His providential purpoſe to this realm ; | 

And what th' Almighty wills he Il bring to paſs, 


Enter Joasn. 


1 JOASH. 

i Hail, Hezekiah! highly favour'd king, 

| Sing Hallelujahs to the Lord of Hoſts ! 

O praiſe our God, whoſe name 's Omnipotent! 
For by his word energic in the duſt, 
Grovelling in death, our proſtrate foes are laid ; 
And, like a dream, are vaniſh'd into nothing! 


D4 _ HEZEKIAH, 
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HEZERIAH. 


Say, Joaſh, meſſenger of glorious news, 
How were the foe, by Heav'n's high hand, deſtroy a ? 


JOASH. 


As on the ramparts, in the morning watch, 

| We ſtood, in blood-ſtain'd robes aroſe the ſun ; 
Then, in his chariot, ruſhing on the wings 
Of mighty winds, the Angel of the Lord 
Appear'd terrific, with his fiery | ſword, 

Amidſt deep clouds with horrid darkneſs ſpread ! 

With fury in bis EYES, vaſt floods of fire 

He pour'd in anger on the trembling earth; 
And hurl'd e e thunder: bolts around, 
As if aſunder this great globe had burſt! 
Then terror and di ſmay th' Aſſyrians ſeiz'd, 
And thouſands fell the victims of his wrath ! 
At this an awful pauſe enſu d and then, 

As if all Nature were in flames expiring, 

Amazing lightning ruſh'd from heav'n on earth; 
And both Rab{..keth and his army kill d, 


While Death with joy two hundred thouſand victims told} F 


HEZEKIAH. 


O for the wings of Gratitude, to fly 

From this low orb, to yon imperial =. 

With thankfulneſs—But He, whom we revere, 

Knows the ſoul's purpoſe, for He 8 preſent here: : 

And gratitude, which cannot be expreſty 

Muſt burn with fire celeſtial in the breaſt, 
Yet 


L 4: 4 


Yet we that feeling muſt in joy declare, 

Deliver'd from th' infernal ſecret ſnare, 

And open violence of horrid foes, 

Who threaten'd man with more than common woes, 
Then let the trumpet ſound. Ye prieſts, advance, 
And praiſe the Lord, ye virgins, in the dance: 
And, more to praiſe and pleaſe the King of Heav'n, 


Be all our injuries and debts forgiv'n; | 
And while feitivity ſhall crown the whole, 
We'll dedicate to God th immortal ſoul ! 1 


HIGH PRIEST, 


O what protection has the Lord of Hoſts, 

More than by acts of common providence, 
But by peculiar mercies to this realm, 5 
Afforded us in danger's dreadful hour, | 
When to devour us dire Deſtruction yawn'd 1 | 
'Then for his goodneſs let us thank the Lord, 

And fing to him this grateful ſong of praiſe. 


CHORUS. 
Let heav'n and earth this day record, 
Let all creation praiſe the Lord, 
For with his mercy juſtice joins, 


And all perfection in him ſhines, 
HY MN. 
Tau 
'The grateful heart exulting fings 
To thee, O God, thou king of kings; 


With 


E 1 
With rapture we extol thy fame; 
And joyous praiſe thy holy name. 


II. 


When the fierce foes of God and man, 
Plunder their aim, and death their plan, 


Had the falſe gods deftroy'd around, 


And to ambition ſet no bound. 


FEE. 


By demons fir'd, with kell:born pride, 


Thee and thy people they defy'd ! 
Then thou aſſerted all the God, 
And under foot the victims trod 


CHORUS. 


Angels and men—all heay'n and earth— 
Which to th' Almighty owe their birth; 


In one grand ſolemn chorus join, 
Jo fing His wond'rous praiſe divine! 


IV, 

With love of 'Thee, O may the ſoul, 
Be Virtue's friend, and Vice control; 

Adore Thee as the firſt great cauſe, 

And pay obedience to thy laws, 


| | V. 
As virtue, and religious love, 


Pleaſe him who ſits enthron'd above; 


Our ſouls refin'd, from folly free, 


Shall meaſure life by praiſing thee ! = 


Garden 


7. 

I 

"1 

3 

<4 

2 
X 

17 

. 

. 


4 * — 
8 "9 8 


r 8 8 <A 
Y EEE bn * * F 
8 


n ; 


F ; 
bf 
t 


[ 43 J 


Garden in the Palace of Nineveh, 


ADRAMMELECH and SHAREZER, 


ADRAMMELECH. 


The king, though he has ſuch vaſt armies loſt, 


As if againſt him heaven and earth had fought, 
Inſtead of being humbl'd, grows more fierce, 


To us imputing his diſaſtrous Joſs ; 


And ſcouls with angry frown upon our paths; 
Such is his horrid ſuperſtition grown | 


SHAREZ ER. 


Nay more, I underſtand there is a plan 


To difinherit us, and to the throne 


Our younger brother Eſerhaddon raiſe. 9 5 
To carry on, and to ſupport the ſcheme, 
Did not our father an alliance form 


With Babylon ? who to Our brother gave 5 
His daughter, and the terms were our diſgrace. 


ADRAMMELECH, 


What, raiſe the younger brother to the throne, 
And ſuperſede the elder's rightful claim! | 
Has our young ſychophant, with placid eye, 
Ambition to require a lawleſs crown, 

And artifice to enſnare our father's will? 


SHAREZERo 
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But, horrid to his ſuperſtitious view, 


[ 44 ] 


SHAREZ ER. 


Th' inſinuations of Humility, 


Crouch'd at the foot of overbearing Pride, 
Is powerful to diſarm a tyrant's rage, 
And melt him to a purpoſe, which before 


He view'd with anger and an eye averſe: 
But, when its mulic ſooths the regal ear 


With ſchemes congenial to a heart deprav'd, 
Though by a cruel black injuſtice ſtain'd, 
T will, like attraction's faſcinating pow'r, 


Draw to its point the iron heart of Pride, 


And make him to its will ſubmiſſive bend. 


ADbRAMMELECI. 


No, my dear brother, that ſhall never be. 


This arm ſhall give protection to its lord, 


And vindicate my honour and my crown, 
The tyrant, by his own predictions, now 


Muſt fall a victim to his ſorceries. 


SHAREZ ER. 


What were the omens which he ſaw and heard 


by 


ADRAMMELECH, 


By moonlight, in the garden as he walk'd, 
A mournful ſcreech-owl flew acroſs his path, 


With bitter ſcreams, as the hoarſe raven croak'd : 

And a vaſt ſerpent hiis'd him as he paſs'd : 

While his knees trembled, and his joints gave way, 

A ghaſtly ſpectre, ſtarting from the ſhade, 
- Said 


E ] 
Said with a hollow voice—Prepare for death— 
At which aſtoniſh'd, he with fainting fell; 


And riſing, thunder roar'd, and lightning flaſh'd, 


SHAREZ ER. 


At Niſroch's altar, to the Temple now 


He goes, t' avert the anger of the gods; 


And that imaginary ſpell, he ſays, 


In us reſides an odium meanly poor, 


Caſt, to diſgrace us in the people's eye. 


ADRAMMELECH. | 


Away, my brother, to the 'Temple haſte ; 


And let us ſuperſede his deep deſigns, 


(The Temple of Nif och. SENNACHERIB, I Fs ARITADDON, 


and Prieſts embed a at the Altar of Niſroch.) 


HIGH PRIEST. 


O Nifroch ! mighty god | may'ſt thou diſpel 


The dreadful omens, and the dire portents, 
That terrify the boſom of the king, 

Which to misfortune adds diſtreſs of mind, 
And make h1s children 


Enter 
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[ 46 ] 
Enter ADRAMMELECH and SHAREZER: 


ADRA MMELECH. 


Peace, ye mitred prieſts; 
Forbear your rites, and incantations ſtop, 


Whoſe ſuperſtition augers ill to us: 
Hence, we forbid th' injurious ſacrifice. 


PRIEST. 


Dare ye profane the altar of the gods ? 


SENNACHERIB. 


You facrilegious, can ye dare withſtand 
The holy rites that I commanded here, 
And with impiety affront the gods, 
Deſpiſe your father, and exalt yourſelves ! 


SHAREZ ER. 


No, tis the craft and treachery of prieſts, 
Combin'd with thee, O king, that we oppoſe. 


SENNACHERIB, 


Dare you, audacious, my authority 
Controll! Then I'll affert myſelf, Ye prieſts, 
| Seize the offenders. 


ADRAM- 


[ 47 ] 
ADRAMMELECH, 
Then 'tis time to guard 
Our lives, and quench the hidden fire that would 
Deſtroy us. 


(4 Scuffic enſues, in which ADRAMMELECH kills the 
King his 9 who falls before the Altar. 


HIGH PRIEST. 


Oo deteſted, horrid deed ? 
Theſe curſed wretches have their father kill'a ! 
Help me, ye prieſts, to ſeize the regicides, 
And the juſt gods will give you due rewards, 


PRIEST. 


Struck by their conſcience, and by terror ſeiz' d, 
They took a rapid flight, and left the Temple. 


GH PRIEST, 


0 hapleſs king ! Oh infelicity 

Of grandeur! What in death are all the A 

The gaudy butterflies, that ſport their hour, 

Fly in the ſan, then crumble into duft ! 

For ſee the prince, whom half the world obey'd, 
A lifeleſs clay-cold image ſtretch'd on earth, 
Which ſlaves will ſhun, and trifling flies moleſt! 


ESARHAD DON. 
But, oh my father, how thy ſun's gone down, 
In darkneſs, never more on thee to riſe ! 


HIGH 


[48 ] 
HIGH PRIEST. 
We ' catch th' occaſion, and no tine we 'I loſe 
And, Eſarhaddon, we before the gods | 
Will crown thee king, for thou 'rt the people's choice, 


(The High Prieft takes off Sennacherih's Crown, and 
. places it on the Head of Eſar addon.) 


CHORUS if Prief. 


i. e 
Hail your ſov'reign ! hail your king g 
Strike the harp's melodious ſtring; 
Long and happy may'ſt thou live, 
While the gods their bleſſings give: 


1 II. 

Let the filver trumpet ſound, 

And proclaim your king around 

For he 's crown'd with holy rites, 

And in public good delights: 

it | 54 2 xeunt ones, 
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To offer terms of peace and amity; | 
Which he will gladly, we pretome, accepts 


Since the diſaſter of his army loſt ; 


And expectation waits th' ambaſſador's return. 


SHEBNAH. 


Mean time, O Eng, I've ſmooth'd the way for peace, 
That it may prove a bleſſing, not a curſe. 


Hence Irreligion, with its offspring Vice, 
Shall be repulſed, and Virtue open wide 
The gate of life, that leads to happineſs ; 


And there with roſy-lips mankind invite, 


To pleaſures that no evil can approach. 


Order ſhall be enforc'd, and Induſtry 


| Approv'd; while Indigence ſhall find employ ; 


And with protection ſtrong reſtraint ſhall bind 


The higheſt and the lower claſs; from which 


Authority and Freedom ſhall go hand in hand : 
And here made happy, we abroad {hall _= RO. 


Enter M. Neger 


MESSEN GER. 


Th' ambaffader 8 return 'd. 


Let him approach, 


Enter ELIAKIN. 


The object of thy hope, O king, 's obtain d, 
And Peice to us holds out its olive branch; 


E . 


"TY 

But the once great Sennacherib 's no more. 
He that defy'd us, and the Lord of life, 

Fell ſpeechleſs at the foot of his falſe god ! 


HEZEKIAH, 

It ſeems a judgement | By whom did he fall ? 
ELIAKIM. 

From horrid jealonſy, his eldeſt ſons 

Attack'd him in the temple of his god, 

And at the altar ftabb'd their father's heart ! 

But the vile parricides deteſted fled, 

And Efarhaddon was directly crown'd ; 

Who gives to Judah firm and laſting Peace. 


HEZEKIAH, | 


What glad ning joy inſpires my grateful heart ! 
While my fond boſom overflows with love, 
How ſhall I thank ſufficiently my God ? 

In mild humility I ' deck my foul, 

And duteous pay obedience to thy laws. 
Virtue, with thee I'll live, and Vice abjure, 
Promote the happineſs of all mankind, 

And never injure what I cannot love! 


HIGH PRIEST. 


The kingdom that takes Virtue for its guide 
May often in her paths behold the hand. 
Of Providence direct its great affairs; 
And ſometimes retribute uncommon crimes! 


1 

With us th' idea is exemplify'd. 

Virtue and bright Religion ſway our king, 
Which has ſome influence on the people's hearts: 
Hence the vaſt armies, threat'ning God and man, 
Were, by eſpecial Providence, deſtroy'd ; 

By which the kingdom, from deſtruction ſav'd, 
Now reaps the bleſſings of delightful peace: 
And this to future ages will a record prove, 

To ſhew that nations proſper or decline, 

The firſt from Virtue, and the laſt from Vice! 


HEZEKIAH. 


Jo ſave a kingdom, nodding to its fall, 

Some genius, ſtarting up by Heav'n's command, 
Like the ſun, pours a ſplendour that diſpels 
The clouds that envy and that faction raiſe. 

The Sanhedrim, as at an angel's voice, 

Liſtens to hear great Shebnah ſpeak, whoſe thoughts 
Are elevated as they are profound ; 
Where ſuch a rectitude of conduct ſhines, 
Such wiſdom in the hour that buſineſs claims, 
And wit to blunt oppoſing Envy's ſhafts ; 
That we may challenge all the ſpacious world 
To ſhew his equal in the race of mortals, 
As Gratitude impreſſive fills my breaſt, 
Now let us finiſh with the ſong to Peace. 


4 


. 
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ODE 15 Peace, by the Priefis.. 


I. 
Dove ey'd Peace, with filver wing, 
Mild as light, and ſoft as ſpring, 
Hither in thy chariot haſte, 
8 With delight and plenty grac'd 
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7 11. 
Horrid War, with ſnaky locks, 

ö Monſter, which all Nature ſhocks; 
; | [| Hence to Hell, and quit this earth, 
Where thou claim'ſt thy direful birth. 


"ane 
Now the kids, and ty flocks, 
Friſking calves, and lowing ox, 
Shall, in verdant paſtures bleſt, 
Feed ſecure, and fleep in reft. 


IV. 
| Zephyrs mild ſhall waft the breeze, 
Round the fruit-foretelling trees, 
Crown'd with bloſſoms that impart 
Vernal joys that cheer the heart. 


Red pomegranates, cluſt'ring grapes, 
Plums and pears 1n lovely ſhapes, 
Shall, with elegant delight, 2 
Pleaſe the taſte, and charm the — 


VI, Hence, 
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Tr. 

Hence, with gratitude of ſoul, 

We ll infernal Vice controul ; 

Folly ſhun, and Virtue raiſe ; 

Thus th' all-mighty King we 'll praiſe! 

 HEZEKIAH, 

To God's ſupernal will my heart J bend, 

And ſubjugate my paſſions to his laws 

Thus, from forbidden pleaſure, as I fly 

To Virtue and Religion's ſacred haunts, 

Where Conſcience tunes the harp of melody, 

And gives internal muſic to the ſoul, 

Which ſoars to Heaven on the wings of love, 

I gain th' exalted privilege, to ſee 

The holy arm of Heav'n protective fretch'd, 

To guard my country, and direct my feet, 
Expelling evil, and diſpenſing good ; 

Or, on the wicked darting direful pains. 

So, with the eye of Reaſon, if we mark 

The fate of man in life's intricate ſcenes, 

We ſhall perceive Punition ftrike at Vice, 

While chaplets of delight the virtuous crown; 

In proof, that heav'nly juſtice here begins, 

And with terrific majeſty will end 

In the vaſt regions of futurity ! 

Hence, what on this globe 's worth a mortal 8 choice, 


To hazard an eternity of pain? 
And for a bawble ſell a glorious kingdom ! . 


END OF THE DRAMA. 


Note 


Note on the CHERUBIM, 


IT may be expected, that ſome reaſon ſhould be given why 
the Jews were made Trinitarians in the time of Hezekiah, who in 
theſe days are ſuch Unitarians. The great Hutchenſon could have 
given a full anſwer to this queſtion, Though he was a fanciful 
interpreter of Hebrew, perhaps in many difficult paſſages; and, 

though his Principia flies beyond the approbation of Philoſophy in 
general, eſpecially as he ſet himſelf againſt the greater Newton, 
whom ah the world admires; yet he has diſcovered a ſublime 
mind in ſome of his explanations of Revealed Religion. He 
ſtrives to inculcate a poſition; when Adam, by diſobedience, for- 
feited the happineſs of Paradiſe, that God was graciouſly pleaſed 
to reveal ſo much of himſelf as might give Adam and all his poſ- 
terity an idea of Redemption by his eternal Logos, or Son. Hence 
he intimates, that the Cherubim was ſet up at the exterior of 
Paradiſe, after the expulſion, not only as a divine ſymbol, but as 
a model to be placed before every ſacrifice ; which model indi- 
cates, that the One God conſiſts of Three Perſons, and that one of 
the perſons was to take the human-nature, and become a ſacrifice 
for the ſalvation of lapſed mortals. The knowledge of the Che- 
rubim is now almoſt loſt, or, as he thinks, perverted by the Jews 
who learned the Chriſtians Hebrew ; though Ezekiel has preſerved - 
various explications of its wondrous emblems. But certain it is, 
when God gave Moſes patterns for the 'Fabernacle or portable 
Temple, he only ordered the Cherubim to be made, as an arche- 
type perfectly known and underſtood, which conſiſted of one 


body, with three heads, and near the ſecond a human face, with 34 


a noble ſpread of beautiful wings over the golden ſeat of Mercy. 
Though God, by his ſacred Tables, forbade the making any image; 
yet, in the ſuperb Temple of Solomon, a magnificent Cherubim 
was by bis command undoubtedly placed in the Sanctum Sanctorum, 
of Holy of Holies; where, once a year, the High Prieſt entered, 
in gorgeous robes, prefiguring Jeſus Chriſt ; when the whole 
nation were congregated before the Temple. That aſſembly was 
the moſt ſolenm the world ever produced, and the occaſion the 
moſt awful ; for the High Prieſt offered up before the Almighty 
the blood of the ſaarifice as an atonement for the fins of all the 

| rente! ; while the Shekinah, or Divine Preſence, appeared ſhining 
838 all 


L 38 J 
all around with an aſtoniſhing glory. Therefore it ſeems highly 
probable, that the Cherubim was a type or ſymbol of the Divine 
Trinity; and the incarnation of the ſecond perſon, who was to 
become a ſacrifice for the diſobedience of mankind, by which they 
might regain their Joſt Paradiſe; and that it was underſtood as 
ſuch by the holy and enlightened part of the antient Jews.—As 
from its peculiar emblematical imagery ; its ſituation in the moſt 
_ ſacred part of the Temple; and the glorious majeſty of Heaven 
ſhining around it, in the ſacred hour of expiation; it muſt have 
been a myſtery of the moſt momentous conſequence. © That phi- 
| loſophy, which rejects the principle, cannot deny the exiſtence of 
this grand imagery of the Cherubim, which were placed in the 
Temple at Jeruſalem; though it may explain away the pleaſing 
conſtruction, it gives the virtuous enquirer of a glorious hereafter, 
through a propitiatory immolation, which millions of men of the 
' firſt capacity have accepted as a treaſure of infinite value. But 
every mind is not commenſurate to myſterious propoſitions. 
Hence it is the misfortune, where it is not the fault, of that mind, 
which will not admit what it cannot comprehend, and rejects the 
idea of all things being created ont of nothing: from which there 
be ſome few who profeſs to diſbelieve the exiſtence of the Supreme 
Being, while they are driven to the fatal neceſſity of acknowledging 
that all the beautiful objects we behold in nature are produced by 
a a blind chance; or the agitation of eternal matter—that ſtrange 
deity of a ſtrange ſe& of philoſophers, who now corrode the very 
heart of France ! „„ ee. 
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